Diocesan Youth Immersion Programs 2007
Mexico Immersion (Tijuana, Mexico) July 23-27, 2007

Cost: $575. Includes airfare, housing and food. Students will do demanding physical labor involving mixing cement by hand, painting, digging, and other construction type work. There will be interaction with community members who work along side U.S. participants. Some Spanish is helpful but not required. Cultural activities will also be provided. 

This trip is a partnership between the Diocese of San Jose and the Shinnyo-en Buddhist Temple. Participants from both groups will be involved in inter-religious dialogue in addition to performing meaningful service side-by-side in Mexico.
San Jose Urban Plunge July 16-20, 2007

Cost: $100-150. Includes all program costs. Students will be involved in assisting Catholic Charities of Santa Clara County with various programs including serving meals at homeless shelters and working with low-income children. This program takes an in-depth look at poverty in our local community. You will provide direct assistance to the needy, learn why people are poor and learn about Catholic teachings about social justice. 

Who can apply? 

Only current Sophomores thru Seniors in High School may apply for Mexico, and 
Frosh thru Senior who will be at least 15 by the time of the trip for the San Jose Urban Plunge.

How will people be chosen? 

The adults supervising the trips will review the applications. The criteria for selecting participants will take into consideration the timeliness of submitting the application, the essay explaining your reasons for wanting to participate, balancing of males and females and the recommendation form. 
What are the deadlines for submitting applications?

There is no deadline; first come first served.
When will the participants be chosen?

You will be notified of your status within a week of submitting your application.
How can I find out more information?

E-mail Steve Herrera at ImmersionDSJ@aol.com, or call 408-266-2287.
What will be my commitment if I am chosen?
1. You will be expected to turn in a non-refundable deposit to hold your spot. The acceptance materials will outline the payment schedule and due dates.
2. You will attend at least one mandatory preparatory meeting for the trip, to be held in the Spring of 2007.  

3. You will turn in all paperwork and make payments toward the trip according to schedule.
Immersion Application Form

Summer 2007
Name







 Birthday





Address





 City/State/Zip





Phone Number



 E-mail






Parish






Year in school Sept. 2006



High School












I am applying for (check one or put in order of preference):



 San Jose Urban Plunge,

`





July 16th-20th, 2007


 Mexico Immersion Program





July 23 - 27, 2007




List the volunteer work/extra-curricular activities you’ve been involved in and how many hours you’ve done for each of the volunteer projects:

Why do you want to participate in this immersion program? A separate typed sheet may be submitted and is preferred:

Send completed form to: Immersion Programs, 1564 Glencrest Court,

San Jose, CA 95118

Recommendation Form

(to be completed by a non-relative)

Please complete both sides of this form. This is a confidential form.

Applicant’s Name

_________






  

Your Name










   

Relationship to applicant (Pastor, teacher, Youth Leader): 




Phone






 E-mail 




This young person is applying to participate on one of the Diocesan immersion programs, either St. Anthony’s Foundation in San Francisco or Los Niños in Tijuana, Mexico. In order to clearly assess whether he/she is a good candidate and mature enough for this type of experience, we are depending heavily on your recommendation. We are looking for young people who are caring, who desire to express their religious beliefs through acts of justice and compassion, who will work hard (inclusive of manual labor), and who will be cooperative and flexible (not complainers). We appreciate your thoughtful comments about this young person. 

Write your comments below or submit a typed letter of recommendation along with the completed questionnaire. Please return this recommendation form in a sealed envelope (sign across the seal) to the applicant to be submitted with his/her application form.  For information please contact Steve Herrera at ImmersionDSJ@aol.com or call 408 266-2287.  

Please see back (next page)

Send completed form to: Immersion Programs, 1564 Glencrest Court,

San Jose, CA 95118

Recommendation Form

Applicant’s Name ____________________________________________________

Circle a number from 1 to 5 for each question. Comments related to these questions may be included in the letter of recommendation.

1. Would you be willing to spend a week doing volunteer work on an immersion trip with this person?



1

2

3

4

5




No






    Definitely

2. Is this person self-motivated and proactive?




1

2

3

4

5




No






    Definitely

3. Does this person honestly desire to participate, or do you sense they only want to go because of parental pressure?




1

2

3

4

5

        Parental Pressure





  Honest Desire

4. Does this person have healthy social relationships with peers?



1

2

3

4

5



No


  



    Definitely

5. I would characterize this person as more of an introvert/extrovert.




1

2

3

4

5


    
     Introvert






    Extrovert

6. I highly recommend this person.




1

2

3

4

5




No


  



    Definitely

Send completed form to: Immersion Programs, 1564 Glencrest Court,

San Jose, CA 95118

